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The pattern of deferred pragmatism in the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic of Iran

Abstract

This article presents a new conceptual framework for explaining Iran's
foreign policy and intends to apply its new conceptual framework to the
three important decisions made in Iran's foreign policy. This conceptual
framework is called "deferred pragmatism™ in the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Accordingly, the question of the article is: Which
processes in Iran's foreign policy lead to deferred pragmatism in foreign
policy decision-making? In response to this question, we have argued that
"procrastination or deferred in pragmatism is rooted in the dominated
structures over agents and the confrontation of two hard and intertwined
structures in the processes in Iran's foreign policy." In the following, the
author presents a model of deferred pragmatism and explains three key
decisions in Iran's foreign policy. In the theoretical part, using the theory
of A.H. Car, we describe the square of deferred pragmatism in Iranian
foreign policy. then we apply this model to three key decisions: the release
of American hostages in 1980, the adoption of Resolution 598 in 1988, and
the nuclear deal between Iran and great powre in 2015. The method of the
article is explanatory with the type of comparative research and historical

analysis.

Key word: deferred pragmatism, structure, agent, Iran, foreign policy,
decision making
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1. See: Mahmod Sariolgalam, Prospects for Change in Iranian Foreign Policy, in:
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policy-pub-75569
2. Anoushiravan Ehteshami & Mahjoob Zweiri, Iran's Foreign Policy: From Khatami
to Ahmadinejad, Paperback, 2012
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International Order, Praeger; lllustrated Edition (May 20, 2010)
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